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Responsible Agencies:  U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) are co-lead agencies; the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
U.S. Department of the Interior, is a cooperating agency. 
Title: Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Montana Alberta Tie Ltd. (MATL) 230-kV 
Transmission Line (DOE/EIS-0399) 
Location:  Cascade, Teton, Chouteau, Pondera, Toole, and Glacier counties, Montana. 
Contacts: For further information about this Final EIS, contact: Ellen Russell, Project Manager, 
Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability, U.S. Department of Energy, 
1000 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20585, (202) 586-9624, or 
Ellen.Russell@hq.doe.gov.  For general information on DOE’s National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) process, contact:  Carol Borgstrom, Director, Office of NEPA Policy and Compliance, at 
the above address, (202) 586-4600, or leave a message at (800) 472-2756.   
For general information on the State of Montana Major Facility Siting Act process, contact: Tom Ring, 
Environmental Science Specialist, Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), 
PO Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901, or (406) 444-6785.  For general information on the State of 
Montana Environmental Policy Act process, contact: Greg Hallsten, Environmental Science 
Specialist, at the above address, or (406) 444-3276. 
Abstract:  MATL proposes to construct and operate a merchant 230-kV transmission line 
between Great Falls, Montana, and Lethbridge, Alberta, that would cross the U.S.-Canada 
border north of Cut Bank, Montana.  The transmission line would transmit 300 megawatts 
(MW) of electric power south and 300 MW north.  In order to build and operate the line, MATL 
must first obtain a Presidential permit (Permit) from DOE to cross the U.S.-Canada border, a 
Certificate of Compliance (Certificate) from the Montana DEQ to construct the line in Montana, 
and a right-of-way grant from the BLM to cross any BLM-administered lands.  
In March 2007 DOE and DEQ published a joint document (referred to herein as the March 2007 
document) that was a Draft Environmental Assessment for DOE and a Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for DEQ.  Based largely on the public comments received on the March 
2007 document, DOE determined that an EIS was the appropriate level of review.  For the same 
reasons, DEQ decided to prepare a supplement to its Draft EIS.  In February 2008 the agencies 
published a document (referred to herein as the Draft EIS) that was a Federal Draft EIS and a 
State of Montana Supplemental Draft EIS.  A 45-day comment period began with publication of 
a Notice of Availability in the Federal Register on February 15, 2008 (73 FR 8869), and ended on 
March 31, 2008, during which the agencies held three public hearings to obtain comments.  The 
Final EIS contains the agencies’ responses to comments and revisions to the Draft EIS.  Text 
changes to this Final EIS from the Draft EIS are identified by underlining for corrected or added 
text and a mark along the left margin.   
The EIS analyzes the “No Action” alternative and three alternative transmission line alignments 
with 11 Local Routing Options and other minor variations to the alternative alignments.  The 
agencies will use the EIS to ensure that they have the environmental information needed to 
render informed decisions. 
An accompanying compact disc contains electronic copies of the Final EIS, including the 
appendices, which are not included in the paper copy, along with Volume 2 from the Draft EIS, 
which provides responses to comments received on the March 2007 document.  The EIS will be 
available on DOE’s NEPA website at www.gc.energy.gov/NEPA/DOE_NEPA_documents.htm 
and at DEQ’s website at http://deq.mt.gov/MFS/MATL.asp. 
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